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- Ciy Security, 


PsaLu 127, the latter part of the firſt Yerle, 


Except the Lord keep the City, the. 
Watchman waketh but in vain. 


CAS IN48 Pere is a naturall neceſſitows hun ilit 
0 (IDC lodged in perſons of mean, and 4 
P op vzy ſpirits, men of no patts, or no know» 
ke ledge of their parts, or who have no 
Ef juſt eſteem of chem, And thereisan 
artificiall flagitious humility, when, 
G-83y like the Hawk, men ſtoop for a quar- 
"© ry. Thus Abſalom ſtolethe hearts of 
his Fathers ſubje&s our ar their mouths, by his treache- 
rous kiſſes, And there is a "ms calamitews humility, 
when God trips up the heels of inſolearperſors ; ſuch was ' * 
that of a Nebuchadnezzar, when deveſted of Eme 
pire, and Reaſon, Humitiatus erat, quid humily non erat, 
humbled, becaule not hamble. | Arid there is a Celiftiall 
grations humility, when men of eihin»nt parts and place, * 
own God as the fountain of all they have, ard are, thac 
fills and feeds their Channells. A ro5477 virtue indeed, 
when Kings acknowledge their Thrones to*be Ter upon 
Gods trorthoole, and though i» all Canſes, and over oh 
Perſons, as well Eccleſiaffticall a Civill, in their ow Do-- 


2 Sam.15.4,6, 


Dan, 4. 33+ 


"= : 
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fupream hegds and Governours;, Yetpay their hoy 

Fay cothe K ng of K ings, in conf 

is wnd:er God and bu Chriſt, It is the m of 

men to compare themſclyes with their inferiours, 

and asthe Phari/ee, to cry out, Lord ! what am 1 not ? like 

thoſe that meaſure chemlelves by the declining Sun, and 

ſo ſeemaller than they are : But the humble perſon com- 

. pares himſelf, his power, his wiſdome, /his jolinefſe, his 

honour, with thoſe of God, and, as the Pxblican,cries out 

* Lord ! whatam 1? Asthoſe that meaſure themſelves by 

the Sun at noon, and their bedwarfd ſhadow, and are 

more than they ſeem. Iris Ao/es his Title of Honour to 

be ſtiled Gods ſervant, And Davias chiefambition to be « 

Nethenim in the houſe of God, The threſbold of whoſe Tens 

ple was a ſtep above his T hrowe, and he takes a degree to be 

Rey- 4.10, 4 Porteratit. The Elders 64ſt down their Crowns at the 

feet of God. And, as all ſubordinate Powers, give inat 

the preſence of the K:»g, as Stars return their light to the 

Sun at-his ariſing; ſo even Kings lower their Scepters, 

when God exalrs his, ſince the beſt of them are but the 

off-ſets thereof, The moſt abſolute Aonarchs, are thus 

far relative, thatthey ſubliſt by God, there being no in- 

dependency ia reference to him, There are no defignes, 

be the means, or men, that carry them on never ſo po- 

tent, that come notto naught, if b/own upon by God : Nor 

is any inſtrument ſo impotent, that with God is not cM. 

Phil. 4. 13. cacious. This isthe ground of $: Pauls omnipotency : I 

can do ill things through Chriſt which ffrengthneth me. 

Proud Babel that was raiſed in Kebellion againſt God, 

Zech. 4.6, 7. Was razed in confuſion by him : But where #ot a» ey. 

my, nor firength, but che Spirit of God builds, there even 

th. head ſtone us laid, and the ſhouting u grace, grace, God 

Exod. 1. 21, bleſſed the e/Egyprian Midwives, by bis building them, 

houſes, for their ſupporting the hox/es of the Wharliees 

And he who bleſſed chem for their work, bleſſed them in 

it : And as be ſuiced the reward co the work, fo he ſyit» 

ed the werk to his own promiſe; for he had pronounced 

Gen, 1, 28. chatprimitive bleſſing of Iucreaſe, and Mulriply, on that 


people 


x] 
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people, and man cannot ſxbſtxa## where God w 


reply. < SE. 
No, nor yet — where he will /abſtraf#, He, Wilts, 
keeps the key of David, opensthe barren, and ſhuts jpth 


paged Womb : Andas from one Vine, one fertif Wife, 
e can draw forth the bleſling of Cl»ſters of Children for 
him that feareth him,(o from ſeven hundred Wives and three yerſe 1 

hundred Concubines, the produQ@ to Solomon was but a 1 Kings11. 2. 


ſingle Rhehoboam, ſo farre as Scripture undertakes the 
Genealogy ; but one Grape from ſo many Vines, and that 
too, bur ſuch an one as men gather of Thornes, who, like 
Ivy, plucked down the houle, he pretended to ſupport. 
Both the fruit of the common Womb, the earth, is Gods, 


for The earth i the Lords, «nd the fullneſſe thereof ,, and Pal. 24. 1. 


that of every particular one tco, of every Mother, as well 


as that generall one : for Children are the inheritance of Pal. 12: 3, 


the Lord, and the fruit of the Womb u his reward. $0 
that there is neither fcrci/ity , nor ſecurity; plenty nor 
ſafety without God, for except he build the houſe, they 
labour in vain that build it : Except he keep the Ci- 
ty, &c. 


Which words are, whether writcen by Su/:mon, or by Scope of the 
David, for Solomon (as is moſt probablz) the words of a Text. 
King, and there is power, and truthin them, as they are £3. 4: 


a proof of the neceſſary concurrence of divine providence 
to the undertakings of men : And the procedure of the 
argument is a minore, ad m4j:, from the lefle, to the 
grexter, that that providenceis lo particular, as to extend 
to the Oeconomy of every private family , ex.ept the Lord 


build, &c, thatis, niſt augcat rem familiarem & famili- Clarime. 
aw, unleſſe he improve th: eſtate, and howſhold : here» Caftalioin loc. 


des, liberos, the heirs, the children, there c1n be no in- 
creaſe, or improvement of eicher by any. And yetthat 
providence is wi:hall fo generall, as to compreh-nd the 
polity of a whole City. Exceps the Lord keep, the * Cir 
ty, &Cc. 


The name of a family bal ror, unlefſle God ſhall vouch- 


ſafe to preſerve it by a numerous, -and perfume it by a 


A3 gracious . © 
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Kev. 3. 7. 
Plal. 128.3. 
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D;viſon, 


1. Watchman 


what ? 


x. Ecclefiaſti- 


cal. 


Ezck. 3. 17» 


2. Civill Go- 
vernour. 
Ezch.. 33. 2+ 


J 7 City Stcurity. 


; _—_ of generations; Ard the-Ciry ſhall be 
u 


ried in its own ruines, for all its fortifications of dred 
carth, its Watisand Towers , and of /iving earth, its Mi- 
lidiz'and Magiſtrates, uniefſe God ſhall ſuperviſeand blefſe 
all. Except the Lord keep, &c. 

The words area med! Propoſition, The Propoſition, 
The Watchman Wwaketh but in vain, The modrs or lims- 
rtaticn, Except the Lord keep the City, 1 ſhall not man. 
olethe words by any more minute diviſion of them : that 
] may not part God from the City, the Watchman from 
God, vigilance from the Watchman , nor ſucceſſe from his 
vigilance. But I ſhall ſpeak to it by way of Explication, 
and Application, 

1, By way of Explicaticn, in unfolding theſe four par- 
ticulars: 

Firſt, What is intended by the word Watchman, 

Secondly, What is meant by che Cry, 

Thirdly, Whar is the purport of this phraſe of Gods 
keeping the City. 

fourthly, 1 ſhall inf:ſt on whatis indeed the whole con- 
cernment of the Text,that Except the Lord keep ,&c. which 
I ſhall afſerr. 

1, By Precegents, that ſoit hath been, 

2. By Argaments,thart fo it mult be, 

Firſt, Whar 15 intended by the word watchman ? It 
ſignifies a Centincll, or oneofa Gnard appointed, and 
ſent forth for the ſafeguard of ſome place, or perſons. Ic 
Is applicable, 1. To Miniſters, Sonne of man, I have 
made thee a Watchman unto the houſe of Iſradl , there. 
fore hear the word at my month : both miſſion, I have 
made thee a watchman, and commiſſion from God, rherc- 
fore bear the word at my month. But anenlargement on 
this ſenſe, in this place, at this time, is not pertinent. It 
is, 2, Therefore pur for the Civill Governours, and 
particularly for Magiſtrates by EleRion. Jf the people of 
the Land take a man from among them, and make him 
their watchmen, &c. And the expreſſion is ſignificant, 
there is an enalcgy, or correſpondence. berween the 
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Magiftrate, #nd Watchmanin the wnde, ubs, and quare of 
their imploymeuts. 

I. The Centinell or Watchman, is taken from his fel.. r,Taken from. 
lows, and onely differenc'd from them, in reſpe& of his 
preſent charge; ſo is the Magiſtrate, who though cloa- 
thed wich the Name and Image of God, in regard of his 
power above his brethren, Tet maſt dye as a man, and Pial. 82. 9. 
fall like one of the Princes. TheRobes, and Dreſle di. 
ſlinguiſh him, bur the fleſh and blood is the ſame; ir is 
not the metall, but the ſwperſcriptionof Ceſar on him, thar 
ma kes him differ in value, 

2, The Watchman was ſet in a Tower. The Magiſtrate Iſai. 2t. 5,8. 
is exalted above his brethren, his p'ace is a place of emi. 2- Prefer'd a» 
nence ; anwonted above his fellows,taller by the Crown,by 2%%6+ 
the head, than the reſt. 

3, Though the Watchman be taken from, and prefer- 3. For his fel- 
red above his brethren, yet/all chis is for them. As che 19Wes- 
Eccleſieſticall, ſo alſo the Civill Ruler, is taken from mes; 
among men, and ordained for men, for [alu pepali, the 
peoples ſafety , it ſhould be\, ſuprema lex Magiſtratus, 
the Magiſtrates chief Law, becaulz it is, /uprema ratio 
Magiftratus, the finall cauſe of Magiſtracy. For Facob 
my ſervants (ake, and Iſrael mine elett, I will cw:n call 
k. cy by thy name , and name thee, to wit, Cyras, which 

ither deſcended of wes authority, or (which Þ a deri- 
vative ofthat) from we'2 Lord, ſhew'd he had that, and 
was this for Facobrand [ſraels ſake : But enough of this, 
whereof we have had roo much ſo lately, 

Now Magiſtracy is neceſſary adeſſe to the being, ard Rulers necel- 
bene eſſe, tochew-1l-being of a people. = to the 

1. To their being, they cannot bea people without it ; "3: 
Could we have |:ave co look through the AF of Indemp- 
ity, we ſhould quickly take a proſpet of thole confufi- 
ons, an V/xrping Governments had involved usin; Anar- 
chy would have been worſe , by chat we were (reel, a 
ſeattered people ,, by this we ſhould have been Loammi, 
not 4 people. ; 

2, Magiftracy is neceſſary to the well-being, to the 
ſtrength 


Iſai. 45. 4. 


Hoſea I. 4. 


Ang well be- 
ing of a City. 


Rulers vatch* 
men. 

3. To prevent. 
1 Sam, 15. 22. 


Prov. 22. 3+ 


i Col. 11. 39+ 


Cant. 3- 3+ 


Pſal, 47. $. 


City Security. 
ſirergrh and opnlency ofa people ; Bees taſt theſweet of 
Governement, who fill their Combs under their King, 
And you cannot forpet, for all an eA# of Oblivion, under 
whom you cram*d your Coffers, aud under whom you 
drain'd them : Who render*d you fear'd abroad for your 
Powers, and envied for your Peace and plenty at home z 
and who made you ſcorned or pittied, when hke earthen 
Veſſels, they had emptied and daſhed you to ſhiversa- 
gainſt each other. But becauſe the Magiſtrate here, un- 
der the nocion of a Watchman, is ſer rather for the pre- 
ſervation, thar, improvement of his peoples pace, to keep 
the City, thatis, toſecxre what they have, not to acquire 
what they have not, we ſhall in three words conſider our 
Magiſtrate, as neceſſary to the being of his City, as a 
Watchman (etout,or up, 

I. To prevent dangers, Ard truely, as itis rather elj- 
gible ro avoid ſinne, than cenſure; to be innocent than 
pardoned. Obedience being better than ſacrifice, in this 
among many other refp&ts , fince that prevents the 
Fuiir, which this but atoncs tor, fois it more commenda- 
ble to ixrercept miſchicts, than to overcome them. It is the 
prudent mans CharaRter, that he foreſeeth the plague. Now, 
ro ſpzak in my own ſphezr, he that prevents ſinnes, pre- 
ven:s dargers, for nn? is the harbinger of plagues. For 
this caufe many are fick', and weak, among us, and ma- 
ny are fallen aſleep, for as inremperate diet 1n the naturall 
boay breeds ili humoxrs, and they er.gender death, ſo in 
the body politick, ill manners beg2t publick diſtempers, and 
they clote in a gererall confuſion, Therefore as the Watch- 
wen walk about the City to prevent the delignes of thieves, 
murderers, andincendiaries, ſo muſt the Magiſtrate, his 
eye mult walk the round of his limits, ro obſtruR finnes 
in their ſpring, and ourbarſt ,, a finger may hinder there, 
and then, when brachia contra torrentem, when grown 
large, and ſwifr, and ſtrong, thoſe weak and contemned 
waters will bear down all the banks and dams of Laws and 
AuRority. Magiſtrates are called fields, and you know a 
/ſvield is a defentive piece of Armexnr, and itsule is to ward 


off.: 


City Security. | "ij 
off blows from the bedy : And better have a /vicld to 

prevent a wound, than the ablelt Chyrargeon to cure 

If, 


2. The Magiſtrate isa Watchman to diſcover and inti- 2. To diſco» 
mate dangers; therefore is the Watchman in the day on his V+ 
Tower tO foreſee and forewarn, in the night with his Lan« 
thoyne to deſcry. The Maes are thoſe wheels men- Ezek.1.16,18; 
tioned by the Propher, ſaid ro be full of eyes , eyes to pry 
into ſinnes, ard like _ of Tiberixs, able to ſee in the 
dark. Watchman , what of the night ? And they bave 714 ar. 57. 
ow ard weight, to track and —_ thraſh, grind, Jf — 
and craſs {inners to pieces. The Watchman or Centinel is | 
to give the eAllarme to his Officers 0n the approach of 
the enemy ; ſo mult i»feriozy Magiſtrates diſcover to their 
ſuperionrs, thoſe evils that are too {trong for themſelves 
to grapple with, The Watchman when he ſeeth the ſword 
come mpon the Land, muſt blow the Trumpet, aud warn the 
people, Neither of which, 1ſaiahs blind, and dumb Watch- yah 58. ro. 
man can do, nor ſee, nor Wars. 
3. The Magiſtrate is a Watchman to repell dangers; 3. To repelt : 
Therefore hath the Warchma his Bill, and the Magittrate 9angers. 
his Sword, and neither of them are to bear them in vain. If 
he cannot prevexrthem by cautionand diſcovery, he muſt 
valiantly attaque them, 1t as a field he cannot repel 
them, as a Sword he muſt cxr through them« If as a breaſt» 
work he cannot bearoff, asa Canxon he muſt beat off the 
Aſſault. The Centinell who is the forlorne of every Corps 
of Guard, bath not only eyes to foreſee, and voice to in- 
timate, but his J{nckert at a diſtance, and his Sword ar 
hand, to reſiſt che intruſionof an enemy, And therefore 
is the Magiſtrate arm'd with a ({»mmiſſon, that where he 
cannot hinder offences from a being, he may obſtruR their 
Fbreading, by diſcountenancing vice in _— through 
the loynes of offenders, -And in theſe ſences, and for theſe 
ends the Magiſtrate isa Watchman or keeper, for ſeeuri- 
ty of 
: The City, The ſecond cerm we promiſed the Explica- ,, city what? 
tion of : The word in the ge acceptation of it, fig- 


- 
= 
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Ezeck. 33. 3. 
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fifies 4 Nation, ef Nations united #nder one Supreame 
Pargiftrate or Matiſtraty, Tn the reitraind and uſuall 
ſenic of it, Jt is 4 place encompaſſed with walls, where 
men convene, and cohabit for mutuall commerce, ſecnri- 
ty, and ſociety , having particular ſuborainate Officers, 
Charters, and Laws of Governement. The word hath 
other figurative ſenſes, but nor pertinent here, And 
THE City in every Nation ſignifies their Merrgpoſts, 
as among the Ancient Grecsans, Athens; with the latcer, 
Byyantinm, or Conftantinople,, among the Romans, Rome, 
with us, this of Zonden, and among the Jews Feruſaleny, 
ſupppoſed to be the Ciry intended in the [exr, Though 
it 1s an univerſall truth, and may be predicated of any 
whole Countrey or Kingdome , and oft every particular 
boay politick,, Corporation or City therein, that the Warch- 
4 0r Magiſtratethereof Warcherh or waketh therefore but 
nvoan, Except 


2. Lords keep® - . The Loyd eeperh the City. The third expreſſion need- 


ing Explication. Ic wasan antient ſuperitition among 
thofe who knew #91 Ged, in the croud of thoſe thrthy thou- 
fand, they worſhipped for God, to aſcribe a G*zirs ro 
every Nation and City; and to build their Cities under 
the molt propittous configxrarion of the Heavens, which 
they called the A/cendert of the Ciry, Under the influ. 
ence of a ſecond conFellaticn, they eret:d a Srarne of 
braffe, into which they called by Afagick (as the Devill 
made them believe) rhe Forrane of their Ciry, which ſo 
confin*d, they diſpos'd in ſome receſſefull and ſafe place of 
the City; and on the preſervation of that Frarme, they 
fuppoſed their own, and their Ciries depended, - Such 
was the Trojan Palladium, and ſuch were the blind and 
lame, mentionedin Samnd, wherewith the Zebxſires did 
Garriſon their Foyt againſt David. Not imporent per- 
ſons (as ſome have too lamely and blindly aſſerted) ie in 
ſcorn as defendants good enough ina place ſo impregna- 
ble; for ſuch Davids ſoul would have pirtied _— than 
bated, asheis there ſaid rodo them. Andtheir narurall 
or accidentall defects would not have ſecluded chem from 


City Security. ' ) 
his Palace, as thoſe lame ind blind, were, which was & 1d. 
pen to AMephiboſbeth, «though conſcious i of ox of thee 
imperfections, It was congruous to the pride of Perſkit 2 Sam. gr x 
Aeonarchs, to forbid entrance imo their Courts to per- 
ſons clvarhd in ſackeloath, leaſt they ſhould cloud, and Eſther 4. 2+ 
damp their mirth, and luxury : But:David, who was a 
man after Gods own heart, (and the heart of God is ed 
paſſion) could not therefore lo diſtaſte them,  But' theſe 
were [mages, the txrelary Gods of rhe place, which the 
7cbnſires call blind and lame, not asintimatingtheir own 
eſteem ofthem, but repeating the 1/raclites upbraidimgs of 
them as /xch , ſuitable ro the Charatter David gives 
of them , They have cyes and ſee net, (blind,) fect and Pal. r25. 5, 
Walk- #ot, (lame.) And throughout that P/alw, (it is | 
therefore worth your Þeruſall at leifure) che Penman 
thercof ſets up the Zord in oppoſition to all thoſe-falſc 
Gods, Who by his binding thas ſtrong man arm'd in his Luke 11. 22, 
own Palace, ſhewed that the Devils are ſubjeFt to him, by 17 
their migremw hinc, their quitting poſſeſſion, when, and 
wherever his commands ſeal a Leaſe of Ejettment onthem, 
and that there # noſorcery againſt faced, nor divination Numb. 23. 
againſt his Iſrael. He is able to ſave to the uttermeſt them, Heb. 7. 25. 
= rely on him; a ſure repoſitary of his peoples confi. 
dence. 1n his hands no danger, owt of them no ſafety. No 
preſuming then on dels, that are nos ſo-much as the 7- 
mage of God, no nor yet on Magiſtrates, which are baz 
ſo much : Noton /dsls, which are the work of oar hands, 
nor on en, though they are the Work of his hands : For 
except the Lordkeep, &C. | 

Whichis the fourth and laſt particular, andindeed the , ,,_ 
all of the Text, which we promited to evidence by Prece- —_—_ I 
dents and Arguments, 

1. By Precedents, that fo it hath been, And truely x. By inſtar 
Hiſtory ſacred, and prophane, dowe#tick, and forreign, ces. 
is full of inſtances, Take the word Cry in its largeſt 
bounds, of Empires, Nations, and- Commonwealths ;, 
againſt how many of theſe, and how 6ften, hath God + 
writ his 2ene Meine Tekel Vpharſin, be hath numbred, Dan.g.25,6 

B 2 weighed, 


-»» * City Security. _ 
_- weighed, divided, andcaſſ*dthem. The four Monarchies 
ſhrian, Perſian, Grecian, Roma : The Hiſtories of 
every Nation will aſſert cis truth to. their Rea- 
ders, in the many, and great changes they offer to 
view. 

Take the word City in its limited and uſuall ſenſe, for 

' a place encompaſſed with walls, and the time would faile 
me, ſhould 1 inl:it on the particular Tradegies of thoſe 
only recorded in Sacred Writ, that have tallen under the 
diſpleaſure of the Lord ; Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Admeh and Zeboim, the City of Hamor for the rap: of 
Dinah, 7ericho, Ai, Tyre ans Siden, Gibeah, Damaſ 
« 1.28, 4s, Samaria, Babylon, * TheCitiecaf Canaan wall'd 
+—mhndpep up to Heaven. ® The Cities about Gerar of «Aroer, 
14. © the Cities of Og. All thoſe of the 4 eAmmonites and 
Deut. 3.4 <e. Moabites, ard f Benjamin, Aſpacd, Gath, ard Ekb- 
x Chro20. ,,, of the 8 Philiſtims, wich thoſe many that ſunk un- 
2 King.3 a. der the weight ot the Prophets heavy bardens. And the 
Judg. 20.48. dolefull ruines'of 7ernſalem , we may take a view of 
4 Sam. 5. through the holy p@peCtive of erer 7's tears and Thre- 
wody : Andits laſt irrecoverable devaltation deſcribed by 

Pyſephus, an eye-witneſle of the fulfilling of our Savi- 

ours prediction on-the Tewple, and the enlargement 

rhereof to almoſt che whole Ciiy, whereof ſcarce one ftoxe 

was left upcn. another. When Ged had empounded the 

greater part of the Nation within thoſe walls at the feaſt 
of the Peſſeover ,, where there was an account giyen in of 

two hundred fifty ſix thouſand five hundred Paſchall 

Lambs (lain, and at the rate of rex at leaſt ro a Lamb, 

there was #» the City then no leſſe than two millions five 

hundred f1>ty five thouſand puriti.d male Fews : Jews 
beſides ſtrangers, and mc beſides women and children, 
: and pwrified beſides the urclean , the captives ninety ſe- 
ven thouſard, flain, and died of the plagze during the 
ſiege, an hundred thouſand, And the City loſt, and 
razed through the faRions of the ſeditiows, and-zealors, 
They are 7oſephw bis words. And indeed edition, and 

blind z4al will go far toward the deſtruRion of a City. In 
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grand Cairo Viſtorians tell ns, there died in one year of 
che plague no lefſe than eighteen hundred thouſand per-. 
fons. And what havock it made-not long fince in the 
Weſterne parts, Rome, Naples, Genoa, &c, your weekly 
News Books could inform you. To come nearerhome, 
how harh God haraſſed theſe Lands by incurfiors of Re- 
mans, Scots, Pitts, Danes, Saxons, and Normans, by Civil 
difſentions berwixt King and Barons, Torkand Loneafter, 
when -(as one witrtily all'udes) the red Roſe bluſhcd for 
the bloud it ſhed, aud the white Reſe grew pale through 
the biood it had loit. What depopulation and waſie h.*th 
the plagne made in ſeyerali partsot the Nation, to inſtance 
but in 02e at « diliance, fitty ſeven thouſand, and more in 
the City of Norwichin i1x moneths, where now is ſcarce 
the fifth part of cliac aumber of inhabirants.To come home 
to this City, in the year 1593, there died of che plage (es 
yenteen thouſand eight hundred and ninety, among 
which, che then Lord Maier, and three Aldermen In the 
year 1563, twenty on? thuuſard five hundred and thirty, 
In the year1 348,fiity thouſand were buried in oveCharch. 
yard, that of che Ch.rter-h:uſe The vaſt numbers of thoſe 
that were hereby gathered ro their Fathers in the firſt of 
King 7ames, and King Charles the firſt, is within the 
memory of. many of you, and therefore needs not my 
record. - 

And but gently to touch the yet green woxnas of our 
laſt ewenty y-ars contracting, how hath this City been 
findg*din [everall limbs of it by fire, and ſcardby trium- 
phanc exemics marching through che bowels of it, and 
ſome Swords, and blvod drawn in it, And there are, and 
have been, nw diſcaſes, new feavers, gle?ning, and reap- 
ing init. And though the plagu#( God b: thanked )hath nor, 
yet War,and its daughter, poverty, hath xr wp 'raany hone 
ſes init. And though TI am conhdent no City in the word 
is better conſticuted for the Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, and Mj- 
 Ltary Polity of it, yetail thele unqueſtionable experiences 
will peremptorily convince us, that Excepr the Lord keep 
the City, &C, k : 


| 
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2. Reaſons. 


1. From God. 


x, - His Omn 
\ {ci3Ence. 
Heb. 4. I 3» 


Verſe 12. 


John 2. 25. 


Matth. 5. 15. 


1 Kings 13,18, 


Gen, 27. 22. 


Judith 13. 
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But 2, thistruth may: be, as experimentellyſo alſo rat;e 


'onally aflerced, Wherefore to back thu (trenSith of Hiſtory, 


we ſhall bring up a reſerve of x Arguments:ihree wheres 
ot immediately reter to God, and the other three refpe 
the Magiſtrate, or Watchman. Three Attributes of God 
eſpecially, give ina valid tctlimony to thistruth , that Ex+ 
cept the Lord keep, &c. 

1. His par.) won God, ard God only knowes all the 
enemies of a City,andall the defegnes of thoſe enemzes, . All 
things are n«ked, and open before him, 11-: 1MeuWa aparg- 
miz,d, as every cavilly, vein tothe Hawks eye Of the ac- 
curate Chyrurgion. No luch d;ſſetling kaije, as the wiſdow 
of God,zt prerceth tothe divizing af wma of ſoul, and ſpirit, 
and of the juynts, and marrow, and us a aiſcerner of the 
thoughts, and intents of the heart. He neeas nat that any 
ſheuld teftifie of man, for be kaows what 1s in kim,,, better 
than the Artificer doth the ſprings, and wheel; of any 
movenicnt. One man cannot judge anothers heart, but by 
lome overtett : It therefore is a very 6Laſphemons expreſſion 
to ſay, We know ſuch an one as well as he that made him-, 
There are three /zaexes, or diſcoverers ot the mind; The 
Conntenance, the Tong ue, the Hand : All theſe may, and 
have, put a fallacy upon man, The Phariſees were o2%gorts 
men of moſt wortified comntenances, but corrupt principles, 
and they caught the'people in this xer ; who could not ſee 
the graves tor the painting. That lying Propher by a 
{mooth tongue, and a well couched ſtory, berrai'd the 
man of God to a fodain and fad deltruftion, And the r:ugh 
hands of Facob cheated the dim fight of Iſaac. How often 
have theſe con. bird, and a well dreſſed /ye, an innocent 
lock,, and fiding for a while with a party, letin a Spye, and 
T raytour into a Garriſon, paſt all the Guards tothe ruine 
thereof? Thus 7aith captivated th. heart, and then cut 
offthe head of Holefernes, And what walls are proof a- 
gainſta golden Aſs,or the wooden horſe of an infinuating Si- 
»en.The Philsſoper conſcious of his ſincerity, wiſhed he had 
a window to his breaſt, that bis very choxghts might be 24- 
fibleto all the world. Man is diaphanoxs, or traniparent to 


Goa 


= 
- 
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God who made the eze, without ſuch's Window. The heart 
of thin is deceirf ull above all things, to others, to pimſelyyoeven _— 
but he thai framed it, Knows every Whnging in that /aty- 
rinth, and can trace it withouta c/xe. The Watchman paſ- 
ſeth him that can give the word : But how many have had 
the wordintheir months, who yet haye betray dthe City? 
But thete is-no word ſave thar of, /mmannel, Gid with ws, 
that can preſerveir. This Lords all-ſeeing eye can pierce 
into a 'Spaniſs Council, a Rowiſh Conclave, an Hellihh 
YVault, and diſcover, and ſcatter an inſolent invaſion, 
and Powdcr-treaſon He knows all thoughts before they art ; 
every embryo ftratagem againlt a City,znd no ambuſhis hid 
from, nor 15 there any cornſel againſt him,, No ſuch over» 
ſeer than as God, who is never overſeen, 

2. Except the Lord keep, &c. Becauſe of his Omnipre- 2, Omnipre 
ſence, Enter, preſenter Dems eſt, nbique potenter, preſent ſence. 
roall :imes,for this King indeed, and perſonally never dyes: | 
and to all places,he fills Heaven andeatth. Magiſtrates bes Jer. 23. 24. 
low are forced to ac/egate Officers under them , to /ee by 
the per/pefive of otherseyes, and-hear by the Otacomfticon 
of others ears, and eck out their ſhort armes with others 
hands : To «pe an emnipreſence by Lieutenants, Judges, 
Vice-royes, Deputies,Conſtables, and the like : Ard trea- 
chery iri one of theſe, may bring ruine on the tvhole body. 
The Governour Of a Garriſon endeavours to be &very where 
by his Cortncil,Orders,Officers,Main-guard;Our-guards, 
Reſerves,Centinels,Perd u's, Scouts, Spyes,PeFwols, Rounds, 
and Grand-rounds. But God # all theſe, and above them, 
and they are all nothing without him ;, He is a Centinel at 
every door, a Maſter, a Father \nevery Family,in the C;ty: mal; [+ 6. 
for except he buildevery particular houſe,they labour but in Fob. 3-15: 
vain, that would raiſe iv. Reis preſent ro every perſen,an 
to every aivr of that perſon.He is notas a Watchmaker, 
who having fram*'d, and put together a piece of C/ock- 
work,winds up the ſprings, or draws up the weights,and is 
then an idle ſpeator ot ics ſeverall worions : But as a $kite 
ful Mxſician, whoſe fingers afliſt to every Note, and ref- * + * 6p; 
liſh, as In him we live, and move, and have our being Now Ads 17. 28; * 
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3. Omnipeten* 
| Cy. 


Matth, 19. 26. 


Ezek. 16. 49. 
Lev. 26. 26. 


Prov, 20.17. 
Matth, 7. 94 


2 Kings 19.3%, 


Matrh, 26. 53. 
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ſince asin the body natarall, ſoallo in the body politzog, 
death may be let in, and life out at every pore, every little 
leak, may link the Veſſel of the Common-wealth , there can 
be no ſecurity, bur 1n one, 'who is at hand to all dangers, 
and ſuch is our Omnipreſent God. 

But 3. That which renders the other two Attributes 
advantageous to us,istheOmmnipotency of.God:Our Watch. 
men may be conſcious of our attlictions, preſent to them, 
ready, and willing to help, but impotent, They way ſee the 
fire conſuming, but unable to qzench it: the plagre ravage- 
ing but unable ro ſtop it : famine depopulating bu: unable 
to relieve from it. Milchama,war d:vorring but unable to 
obſtrnt it, But with God all things are poſſible. His breath 
that blowes »pthe fire, can blow it or. Hecan ſet limits of 
time , number, ard place to the plagae,and till your Bills of 
Mortality with empty Cyphers, as (bleſſed be his name for 
;t) he hath done for above thirty years together. Whar 
doth a Watchman, a padlock, «nda red croſſe at the door, 
dog-killers within the City, and Peft-hoxſes withour, and 
all other very prudent Castions of our Governonr: ſignifie, 
unleſſe there be a Lord have mercy #pon ws to0, to heale 
thoſe within, and ſecxre thoſe without ? He only gives 
bread,and makes it plenti{ull. Evenfullneſſe of bread, and 
he gives the faffe of bread, and makes it n»uriſhing, that it 
prove not gravel inthe month, a ſtone inſtead of bread. He 
turns the edge of every Sword that is drawn againſt you, 
and rebates the point of every Spear of war that is thrown 
among you. You have found whatadyantage it isto haye 
the General of a few thouſands for your friexd. What pre: 
judice, to have him for your exemy ? What doth ir then 
imporc to have the Lord of hofts for you, or againſt you? 
One Angelis Guardian ſufficient for the whole City of $4- 
maria, and in one night diſpatcheth one hxnared eighty five 
thouſand of its beſicgers. How ſecure are they then, who 
have him for their defender, viho commards more than 
twelve legions of ſuch Conquerours? We preſume our 
Nation to be well fenced with a wall of water, And we 
thought gur City wel) munired with a wall of earth, = 

alas ! 


-man, to th: Magiſtratetoo, and that becauſe 


facing to ; thele but adapt, they do'nort Hieenſe for Govern- 


' vain, Except, &c. | 
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alas! how weak is water,ar:d how frail is earth tothat God 
who is a wall of fire. The Reman Ram,an engine of battery Tech. 2. $. 
with its 5row hornespuſh'd down the walls 0i many Ciries : 
Bur even the breath of a few ramms horns; when God in- Joſh. 6. 20, 
ſpires them,blows down the walls of Iericho.He works with, 
or without by weak,or contrary means.His power is fo great "my 
nore need to afſiFF, none can reſiſt him; Both the red horſe Rev. 6. 2, &ee 
of war, andthe black horſe of famine, and the pale horſe of 
p_ belong to bis Atilitia; And it he chargeus with 
ut oxe of theſe, it is ſufficient tO your ws ; What would all 
three do then, if he did not bind their months With a bit, Pal. 32. 9. 
and bridle,that they ſhould not come near us ? No Magiſtrate : 
isthen ſuch a ſield,as God. No Tower ſo ſtrong,as He, No 
Watchman hath ſuch kwowleage to dereft, ſuch an wbiquity 
co diret#,and ſuch power to protef#. Therefore except,&c. 
And that will yet more evidently appear, if as you have 2. Reaſons 
conſidered how neceſſary Godis to the City, ſo ſecondly, if concerning 
you perpendthat he 1s of asabſolute neceſſiry to theWarch- © Warch- 


% 4 


the 

man 
1. Hehath his endowments from God : ſuch asare Da- 1.Ais akilities, 

vids 2.cal for piety, and Phineas his for juſtice, the wiſedows 

of Solomon; the meekneſſe and wprightneſſe of Moſes ; the 

valoxr, and condutt of Foſhua; the Rrength of Sampſon, an 

wnbribeable ſpirit as Samnel ; a tendey care of the Spiritual 

and civil concernments of Gods people, as Joſeph, Nehemiah, 

and Mordecas ; the impartiality of Fob : And (which com- 

prehends all theſe) that vig;{ancy,that wakingin the Text, 

co exerr, and ſuit theſe to their proper objets, * Now all 

theſe are Zrw2w, from thefather of 1;ghrs, who gives eve 

good and perfeft gift : Who as he is free to give Empire, 

alſo to qualifie for it. And where God deniesor withdraws 

any of theſe trom Governoxrs,he 10 far, and ſo much expo- 

ſeth that Government to hazzrd, Bur theſe are but the lime 

#ing;,though rich ones, of a —_—_— : We mult have a 


4 James x. 19, 


ment: they belong a4 poſſe, not adeſſe of Ma iſtrac \famp 
confidered : for with theſe our Watchman Sarcherk but » 2 


» 


' 2.Commiſſion, + 


Rom. 13» I. 


| Jahn 1g. 11- 


' 3. Peter 2. 13- 


Prov. 8 15. 


Pal, 98, 41, 


Pal. 8. $5. 
Exod. 23. 20» 


Pſa). 91,11. 
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2. He bath his dep»tation from God : from whom: all 
muſt have their Commſſions gmmeazately as Kings,0r medi- 
ately by ard from Kings, as ſubordinate Megibrae, The 
Prince is ihe fountain of hononr, and power, But Godis the 
$:a of both, the bottomleſlc, boundleſle Ocean of boch bo- 
nour, and power, T he powers that be are ordained of God. 
T how comlaſt have no power at all againſt me, ſaith Chriſt co 
Pilate,except ut were given thee from above. All Magiſtrates 

rom God, whether by ſwcceſſion as Kings, nomination as 

wages,or el: lion, as Maiors, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common. 
council-wen, &c, though there is allo herein much ot the 
d19pwairnxliong the ordinance of man, S* Petey (peaks of, be 
cauſe proper for men,aud diicharg'd bymey,and they have 
their conge 4 eſlire, leave to chooſe from God. By whom. 
Kings reign, and Princes decree juſtice. Now a Com miſſion 
isa direction tothe Commiſſioned tor the matter, manner, 
weaſure, and time (ulually) of his work, this, thus, and thus 
wach, and rhu long. Sothat Magiſtrates otten cannot do 
the good they have power to dogtor want of authority : he 
that rran/greſſethlying under a premanire. The holy One of 
Iſral,in bimſelf, anlsmired, ba: b ſer bounds to a'l dominj« 
on, every Magiſtrate being his Minter, Even Angels 
who are ſuperivur to the beit ot men in chcir beſt corduti. 
on, their ſtate of innocence, wherein they were made little 
hower than the Angels, are preſcrib'd their orders, and ciy- 
eumſcrib'd by Gud, He ſends an Ang l before hus I[racl, to 
k.ep th-win the way, and bring them into the place he hath 
prepared, And he gives bis Angels charge over ws, re keep us 
in all our wayes. 1 hereisa greatdeal ot cifferer.ce berween 


aQting with, and without a Commiffon, euher feay palls, or 


deſpaire fires the procedure of theſe, whereas he who draws 
his Sword lawfully,can uſe it valiantly, and fheatb it [afely, 
It.is urdeniable that there may bc many not c3li*d © the 
helm of Government, as pi: us, prudent, jr ft, and valiant as 
thoſe that are : Butas they bave a woral aptitude to rwle, 
parts, ſorhey muſt have a civil aptitude, leave ro exerciſe 
thoſe parts,betore they can juſtly exert chem as Ruders, He 
that. hath the endowment without the employment, like 

'Y | P - y 


_—_ 
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Ephraim is 4 cake hak*d but owene fide. Ant nnſent Abimdaz.. 
may make more haſte thatia Commiſſion'd Cuſhi, and more. 


haſte than good ſpeed too, for when he comes his errand is, 
he knows not what. : To be apt to teach, apt toruleis not 
enough, tor how ſhall they do eit her, except they be ſent ? 
We have ſadly felt the iriconyeniences of having the 
T hrone, the Bench, the Palpir thus fild by U/arpers. 
The $hjp cannot be ſafe, when every Marriner will pla 
the Pilot ; nor che Army ſecure, when every Souldier wi 
ſer the watch without order, God keeps a City by his Pro= 
wvidences, ſuch are health, peace, plenty, and the like; And 
by his Ordinances, whereof Magiſtracy is one, and acon- 
ſiderable one,it can be no City withoutit, Now the provs- 
dences of God eannor be expeted, where the Ordinances 
of Godare ſlezghted, Then God will keep your City when 
you lethim ſer his own Centinels and Watchmen over it, 
fuch as are not only parted, but alſo impower'd by him, «- 
dapted, and Commiſſion'dby God, Authority being the em 
belliſhment of Dignity, But yet thisis not all that is neceſſa+ 
ry to the preſervation ofa Gity : For | 
3. Then God keeps the City when he bleſſeth the endea- 
vorrs Of thoſe that do wake over it, The able, faithfall, 
painfmll aayy” yet be an #»ſnceeſſefull Magiſtrate, 
and Watchman : The laft hand therefore of God is hi 
bleſſing upon their fuaies. And this is the main purport ol 
the Text, asis evident by the next Verſe, the exegeſss, or 


i 


Hoſea 9. 8. 
2 Sam.t8.23. " 


Verſe 29. 


2 Tim. 2. 24, 

compared - 

with Rom.19. 
IS-. 


3. Succeſſe 
from God. 


illuſtration thereof, Jr is vain for you to r5ſe up early, ro fir Plal. r27. 2. | 


»p late, to eat the bread of ſorrowes, Y ſo he giveth hu be= 
loved fleep. We ſoundly, and (afely ſleep on bd of Down, 
when he renders che councels of our vigilant Watchmes 
ſucceſſeful!, whoſe Pi/lowes are ſtuffed with thornes, pub- 
tick cares, Whar dotha Typhs, a Palinarus at the Sters 
ſignife, when God will not ftz/! the raging of the Sea ? Or 
a wiſeand juFf Princeinthe Throne, when he will not aly 


lay the madneſſe of the people ? A Court of Aldenmen, of Pal. 89. g. 
Common Comncel may debate and coucl ade, but « lots caſt Prov.its, 33+: 


into the —h God will diſpoſe of all their Reſalves, hey 


may ael;berare, but he will derermive, and » WI en he plea(- 


13. 
Jer. 5. 6. 


Uſagi, 49- 23+ 


2 Sam. 16. 23+ 
Aﬀts 12. 22+ 


2 Cor. 9. 6. 
I .Hagg- 6, 9. 


Prov. Io. £2. 
Plal. 17. 14+ 
Prov. 28. 20. 


Pal. 17. 14- 


Luke 16. 25. 
Egd. 7.6. 


1Kivgs 1.36. 
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eth, uſc his Negative woyce, againſt any of their ordeye; 
Nay,when he purpoſeth co eaſtie 4 City, he will do it by 
faſces and Swords of their own f wdges, and ſet Leopards 
to watch ever them. Their keepers ſhall be their Goalers, In« 
ſtead of Narſing-farhers, Heir Magiſtrates (hail prove 
Step-fathtrs : 1heir Miniſters bout-feu's, and bellowes of 
Sedition : And their Ailitia an [ron york, abour the neck. 
of their liberty ; A Welfe in the beſome chat eats our the 
heart of its maintainer, Separate the bleſſing of God fro 
the brain ofan Ahitophbel,and the rowgae ot an Herod, 4nd 
that wile Connſelloyy, and this eloquent Oratry thall dye 
with ſhame and horror,though he counſelled,and this ſpake 
as the Oraclts of God, Why doth not the harveſt ar.ſwer 
the ſeed time, nor that promiſe of God, that he that ſow. 
eth plentifully ſhall reap ſo ? Why doth not mear ſatisfie 
the hangry ? nor drink the thirſty ? nor cloaths warm ? 
nor the wagesreſt inthe bag ? the ninth Verſe tells the rea» 
ſon : The Lord 45d blow upon all. (And would you know 
why God blow'd thereon, p:ruſe the whole Chapter at your 
leiſure, and then conſider 6h ruin houſe of God, into a 
corner of which weare crep'd, and your merit therefore 
of ſuch a judgment, and apply the remedy, it iseccentrick 
to my Text, and Icannor inſiſt on it,) The bl: ſſing of God 
makes rich, and he adds no ſorrow with it. The bleſſing of God 
makes rich, the; curſe of Goa lomerimes doth it, when 
he fills the bellies of the wicked with but hid treaſureand en- 
tailesit, they have enough, and leave the re$t of their [ub- 
ſtance tetherr Babes. When men make haſte ty be rich, and 
therefore cannot be innocent, When they bave wealth from 
God, not as rokews, but portions, but then the ſing app-ars 
in the taile, everlaſting ſorrow, Dives lait courie and ſad 
voyder ; here comforted, and but for a time, their pro» 
ſpericy a fire of thornes, below tormented, and chac for 
ever, their puniſhment 2 fire of brimſtone. Gods blefling 
isthe beſt Charter of the City, the ratification of all your 
ceurfels, when his fiatisto it. When co you Oprarive he 
adds his /mperative «A men, and command: down the mer- 
Cy you /ock up for, Then is your M4454 ſo many thou, 


L 
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ſand effeftive, when the Lord of Hoſts is their General, 
then in the mulrituae of your Connſellogts there is ſofery, _—_ _ , + 
when God ftunwerh in your Aſſemtlics, and jmadgeth among — © 
you. For Except he keep your City, the Watchman Ecclelt- 
aſtical, Civil, ard N1litary, warcheth but in v..4n, 

Now havi: g proved the truch in the Text, ict remains Application. 
that we 5mprove it, I find three parties concerned in the | 
words; T L Watchman, the City, the Lord. My Addreſle 
ſhall be to each, wich reipero the other rwo, To the 
Watchmantor the Lordand the City, and to the City tor 
the Watchman and the Lord; and to the Lord for both 
Watchman and City. 

Firſt, To the Watchmen : You who under God, and 1. To warch- 
his Vice-gerenc, che King, have any ſhare in the Govern- men, to be 
ment of this Koyal City ; Yuu have heard, that Except the 
Lerd keep your Ciry, your vigilance cannot be ſucceſſe. 
fullin its preſery-t1o0n, The beſt way then to wed your 
endeavours tO ſucceſſe, is ro intereſt Godin "= endeavours, 
which is done prii.Gpal.y in the. exerciſe of picty and ju- 
ftice, piety toward the Lord, and juſtice toward the City : 
the Zachin and Boax, the pillars of a Nation, theſe being 1 Kings 9. 21. 
wprightn. ſſeand ſtrength | | 

1. Piety:Andut is fit God ſhould be firſt ſerved,firſt Give 1. Pions to 
unto God the things that are Gods. By the bleſſing of the up- God-ward, 
right the City isexalted, There is at this day a loud out- Pi 31+ 12. 
cry againlt prephancneſſe, (1 hope they are no hypocrites, 
thac, like Lapwings, make it turthelt from their own 
neſts) and certainly itis no caufeleſſe clamour, You have 
excellent Laws againſt finnes of all ſorts, Ler nor thoſe: 

Lions ſliep, if you wovld have. your God wake for you. 

Buc eſpecially let your /;ves be a Law to your C sry : your 

people will be more apt to coppy. out yuur pradtice than 

your Precepts. Then your commands have authorisy in 

them, wh:n they have that ot your ex«mple for them, A. 

religi. us Foftah ts attended by a piexs Iſrael. Anda devowt '2 Chron. 34. 

Centurion by Sculdiers that fear the Lord.. It isan uſuall - . 387- 

ſaying, that The world wenld be good, if every one would At 7, 1: 

mend one ;, 4 compendiqus way to effzct ic, _—_— > ,.+ : 4:400h 
ates . 


"20: 


Matth. 7 - 3+ 


Joſh: 24.15. 


Jerem, I 3. 20, 


2. Juſt tothe 
City. 


2 Sam. 24. 14. 
Namb. 35, 
Pſal. 106. 30, 
James 1 20, 
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ſtrates atnending themſelves.Many would ſet theirWatches 


by ſuch regular Sw#-d;4/s. The good converſation of one 
rightrons Lot will check a whole City of Sodowites, Nobles 
are in the holy language called white ones, and the Robes of 
Majellyare faced wich white, ro put the wearers in mind, 
thac they mult be i»nocent, who condemn the guilty, leaſt 
the ſentence refle&, and the b:am cenſure the more» God 
hath bonoured you, do you honour him ; And if you 
would have him concinus to keep your City, let it be your 
reſolution with good Foſbaa, that y»w, and your houſpold 
ſhall ſerve him, And let not your Religion be ſuited to the 
factious bxymours of any party you would favour, or be 
favoured by, but ro the Wordef God, and thoſe conſonanr, 
Ornotrrepugnant Canons, and Laws of the Charch, and 
Stare you rule under. And do nct as the Lacedemonians, 
who are ſaid to dreſſe their Gods according to the preſent 
moar, and garb of their City. Magiſtr at us indicat virum, 
wine, and power ſhew what 1559 man, Let men ſee, that 
as You are Gods, you Can be good as weil as great, Plato 
would have the Palaces of Princes ſzated near Temples, 
and” the Romans wade the way tothe Temple of Honour 


through that of Virr we. Hic wwrms iheneus fo, nil con-' 


fſciremali, nulla pNicſcere culpa, /utigrity and piety will 
be a wall of braſſeto you, anu your City. Youare ſubor- 
dinately cxftodes wtriu/que table, keepers of both Tables 
of Goas Law; be ſo by your exampleand autherity. You 
uſeto ſay, Keep your Shop, and your Shop will k:ep you ; 
I may confidently ſay, keep your God, and your God will 
keep you. Obſerve you his Commanaments, and he will 
Preſerve your Government. 

2. Remember that that Goa who alone can keep your 
City, is a juft Ged, and be you juſt as he is juſt. The Sword 
of juſtice duly drawn, and valiantly uſed, will prevent 
unſheathing the Sword of War. And keepyou from fal- 
lrug not Only into the hanas of mes, but thoſe of God too, 


by foe; famine, or peftslence ;, Which laft Phineas divert 


byanact 


juſtice, He execared fudgrent, and the plague 


war ftayed, Thus though'the wrathof man worketh not the 


{ TP righte- 
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rightrouſneſſe of God, yet the righteowſneſſe of men, dis 
verteth the wrath of God, All Controver fies before you 
are about menm and txum, what is this, or that mans 
propriety. Now jultice doch ſwxm cxique tribwere, give 
every one cheir own : Reward to whom reward, and pw- 
»:/hment to whom paniſhn.ent is due. And as piety and ju» 


flice are the pillars vt Magiſtracy , lO rewardand 


Charge and the 
ment are the whoic work of 5» ftice. And in the diſcharge —_ — 


of chis duty, you muſt exe: ctie many virtues, your pra- 
dence in ſearching out of cauſes, ard UGening the 4 pax J05.16 
ral] from the artificial white, the cath from that fucas, 

and paint which Rhetorich, and intereſt will dawh them 

with. Andctru-ly wichour this prudence, juſtice wiil ſtill 

be, as alr.ady it hath roo long been, all Sword and no 

balance. It was & worthy choice in Solomon to preferre 2 Chron.1.10, 
wi/dom to riches, long life, and viftory; for wich thar, Verſe 12, 

he had theſe given as vantage, inmeaſure, as 4 7y4in at» 

tending on chat 2 weev, Pal. 45.14. This qualificd him 

for the Throne, and by this he decided that incricate Cox. 

trover fie beeween the rwo harlots. And juſtice cannot be 1 Kings 3. 
done without judgement. They are mittaken who think. 

pier alone qualifies for Magiftracy. The wiſdom of the Matth. 10. 16; 
ſerpent mult be joyned to the inn,cency of the Dowe.,, Then : 
Magi Ftrates are Gods, when, as God their rr«th ſecures 

them irom deceiving, and their wiſd.w from- being de- 

ceived, As smpiety alone deſtroyes not right of Dominion + 1 Rings 18. 8; 
wicked Ahab contin us Obadiah's Lord, and Chriftizns Rom, 13, 1, 
ow. [ubjeftion to impious Nero. So piety alone eftabliſhe 


' eth met a right, no, nor ſingle, adapts 10r Government, 


Wiſdom is an excellent offenſive weapon, oA wiſe man Prov. ar. 22, 
ſeatters the City of the mighty : and defenſivero0; 'eA Eccl. g. 15, 

kttle City ſaved by a wiſe man, And a great City, ® Afs."2 54M. 20, 22, / 
ther in Iſrael, by a wiſe woman : Ardchat by api-ceof 


| juſtice, like that, for which che Dgger is become the 


eArmesof thu City, the ſeaſonable diſpatching a#inſclent 
Rebel, (And when the prudence, and proweſle of your" 
preſent Governour laſt year expreſſed, in timely inter-' 
Cepting che repullulacing head v4 edition, ſhall b: ducly. * 


And conragi- 
ous. 


Exod. 18. 21. 


Job 29. 17. 
1 King. 10. 20. 


And impartial. 
Exod. 23. 3. 


Amos $. 24- 


*Y ins 
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weighed, there will be found not more roome, than me« 
rit foranother Dagger) Geeſe may ſave a Capirfh, but 
itis by chance. And you mult annex conrage to prudence 
in the executionof jullice; and chis leads the Yar, (and 
courage loves todoit) in Jerhro's qualifications for Aſa- 
giſt rates, they muſt be men of courage, fearing God, dealing 
truely, and hating covetouſneſſe. You mult reſcue the ins 
nocent Lamb from ihe Z4.nand the Bear, and break their 
jawes too. Solomons Throne was ſupported with Liozs, 
Conrage Will bear up your judgement-ſeats; and to this 
you muſt adde impartiality ; not to be warp'd by the 
peore man's mzſery, ( nut countenance 4 poor man in hi 
cauſe, if unjuſt) nor rich mans bounty, nor great mans 
dignity, nor a friend's amity, God us no reſpetter of perſons, 
and you areno Godsif you be, You mult let = ement 
or 


run down like water, and righteouſneſſe asa mig cam; 


Freeas water froma ſpring, and not forc'd by importuni» 


Lulnt 19. 17. *your piety, and juſtice, wiſcdom, conrage, and integrity ” 
7 cne- 


ty, 8s Water froma Pamp. And free as your Conduit" was 
ter,: thatfills the earthen pitcher, as well as the ſilver gob» 
let. And free as your Thames water that flowes to all 
that will ferch sr, and not as your New-R5ver-water, that 
is imparted to none but thoſe that will pay forit. And 


Remember you judge = God, and ſhall be judg'd by 
him. It was a condeſcending expreſiion of the beſt of 


wn 


0 
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the truſt of the Government of this Ciry. God ſhall ac laſt 
give you a#thority over many Cities. 

2. Tothe Cty, that is, co the Citizens, by 4 Meta- |; 

mommy of the continent for the contents, the City, thatis, the ags 3, 44. 
Inhabitants, came together to hear the word, And to you, as 
cn_ ſo conven'd, Tſhall ſpeak a-word for the Lord, and 
for the Watchmes. There bath been formerly amiovg you 
a great cry for truth and peace, ſo great a cry, that we loſt 
both in the miſt of that breath; They are two Jewels, that 
when gone,are worth a fq#z an enquiry; Let us call home 
theſe baniſhed too. Let _— ueſſe and peace meet, and 
kiſſe each other, And curſed be they that part what God hath Plal. 8s. 7 
pat together, 1 wiſh they were even cut off that rrouble you —— gy 
in either. Ler me therefore exhort you to the proſecution Gal. 5. 12. 
of truth for the Lords, and peace for the Watchmar's ſake, 
and of both for your own ſakes, the ſaf:ty of your City, be- 
ing the reſult of beth, | 

1. Trath,andif any ſhall put to me P;/ate's queſtion ro 1-To get ruth 

Chriſt, what strmth? and hath more patience than he ro 
ſtayfor an anſwer, that I ſhall give proper to our preſent 
purpoſe, is ; that, by rr«th is mean'd eicher the word of 
God, thus his Law and Commandmentsaretyarh , or our ,- A 
conformity to that word, called the way of trmth : Thatis PP , = 
rrath of DoGrine, this, of life and prattice. Now, as the 2 Þeter 2 2. 
ſame Ocean takes various denominations from the ſeverall 

ſrresitrans by, fo rrath in cogitation 13 fincerity, in com- 

munication veracity, in converſation integrity : And for 

theſe truths contend in Gods names. Let the word of trmth C1, 4, 16, 

awell plentionſly in you;, not asa gueſt tor a night, or a ſer- 

vant for an Apprenticeſhip, or a child during now-age ; but 

as the M-ſfter of the houte, even eterno veſtro, for life. Be * 

frequent in ſearching theſe cv3dences for your freehold of 

grace and glory, and fo copy them our, that chey may be /e- 

gible in your lives to him that runs. Letthere be rrath of Pal. 51. 5. 

the inward parts, truth in thoughts, And ſpeakevery one thi Ephel. 4. 25. 

truth ro his weighbowy, truth in, word, called the lip of truth,” Fr0v- 12. 19. 

And let your works be the works of truth, truth in deed. Tt 29% 4 37+ 

God's Omniperrney, that he _ lhe, Letitbeyours, * 

| 097 


John 18. 38% 


2. To the Ci- 


2 Sam. 14. 13.- | 


for Gods ſake. 


24 


2 Cor. 13. 8. 


Proy. 23 23. 


John 4. 24. . 


Y 


Luke 12. 1. 
Prov. 26. 23. 


2. Peace for 
the Watch- 
mans ſake. 

Gen. 29. 26, 


Rom 10. 15. 


Lev. 12.18, 
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that you ca do wot hing.ag om6t the truth, hut for it. Mar 
ima, & ſumma eft virtus neminem decipere. It is the great- 
(ſt,  «hicfeſt virtue ro deceive none. Ob that all chat hear 
me were thus, and alwaycs thus virtwom ! Buy the truth, 
and [ell it mor, and never /e// but bay it.” Let ir, asa thread 
in a neckrlacgof Pearl, run through all your duties tO God 
and war : your worſhip, let it be ſuited tothe God you 
ſerye, He uu a Spirit, aud will be worſhipped in ſpirit, andin 
1r#th, He that would not have the ;&», requires the heart 
in ſacrifice. Andler your reþett be to all the Commande- 
ments of God, and all bis Ordinances, to the truth, and all 
the truth, and inthe whole i2w4rd and outward man, and 
thisis integrity, as itis deduc'd from timber, that is trait 
without, and ſound within. Take heedof that malicious, 
proud fin, that ſowre,and ſwelling /e4ven of the Phariſees, 
hypccrifie, thatinfeRious, Aguiſh vice, firſtit crembles,and 
thenic burns; that porſheard cover'd with filver droſs. And 
be true in your c3vil contratts with men,and let not Twrks 
and [»fidels riſe up in judg ment againſt you Let your Omer 
and Epha, your Shekel and Cubit agree with thoſe of the 
Santtuary. Your weights, and meaſures correſpond with 
thoſe of the Standards The Heathen uſed to-chain their 
Gods in their Temples : Faſten God by truth of holineſſe 
to your Churches, and trath of juſtice toyour Shops, and 
you have him a ſure keeper of your City, 

2, Having taken into your boſomes this Zeab, this e/4- 
eſt daughter of grace, truth (and it is fit ſhe ſhould have 
precedence, it being alſo not our cuſtome, to give the 
younger before the firſt born) .make roome too tor the 
beautifull Rachel of peace, 10 beautifull that he refleRs a 
beauty on the feet of her meſſengers. This bigamy is not on- 
ly lawfall but dutifull. lathe old Law the fewes were 
not to take.a wife. with her ſiſter, to vex bir : But you 
cannot vex theſe ifters, nor your ſelves, worſethan by 


parting them , He is a Jewthat would dgit, For ryath, 


Without peace isa conſtant prrſecution, and peace without 
trath is a wicked combination. Peace is the walls, and 
truth the Guard of a City, and thele are a mutuall, a conn» 

® 4 : X . it re 
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ter-ſecurity to each other. Ol-chat rbzs Cory like Pernſa» © 
lem might be called the City of truth ! Andlike fernſa- Lech. 8. 3. 
lem, might be as a City at wnity in it ſelf ! That rrarh £9 122. 3, 
might not fall in the ſtreets by gui'e, and extortion, "+ 59414: 
nor peace be ſhut out, of your Charch, and Ciry-garer by 
[chiſme and faftion ! Weaken not the hands of your Magi- 
ſtrates by your inteſtine diviſions, and ſtrife abowr word(s, 
and things that profit not , leaſt you looſe the ſubſtance of 
Religion, Levg 1n your bitter altercations abour the 
arc(ſe and hadow of it, Indifferent Ceremonies. Commit. 
tirg an wndoubted ſinxe, aiſobedzence tothe powers, in wa- 
ving a ſcr«pled duty, ſubmiſſion coa preſcrib'd Forme of 
Worſhip ; where libcrry of Conſcience is not intrench*d on, 
for the thing till remains in4ifferenr there, though /iber: 
of prattice be (as it may be) confin*d,for arirics ard/which 
is the hedg tO that) tor #niformitics ſake. Let me there- 
fore prevaile with you, fince God hath vouchſat'd you a 
mercy asmuch aboye your expefF ation, as your merit, in 
giving you Judges as at the firſt, and Conneellonrs as at the Tai. r. 26, 
| 2r4. ary that you would prove 4 City of righreouſneſſe | 
to that God, ard a fairkfull City ro theſe Pudgrs. And 

that, as you are taught from the Text, to think the Loyd 

neceſſary to you, be they never ſo a#l:; fo not tothink 

them unneceſſary, though God can keep your City wichour 

them, He who warrherh over them, hath appointed them 

to watch.over you, and though he needs them nor, you 

do, and his wi//, and not his power, is the r»/e of your du- 

ty. Would you ſetup a Throne to Chriſt, do iteyery one 

of you in your own hearts,Open thoſeeverlaſting deores and Pal 24. 9. 
let that King of Glory come in And think not ro grarsfiebim : 
by wreſting che Sceptcy out of the hands of your /awfull | 
Prince, to crow'd t. into ks, whoby his renwxciation of Luke 12.14. 7 
any ſuch Governement, of the office of a RxJer or } aage, Matrh. 22. 28 | 
when ſollicited to it ; by hisprecepr and prafice, in afſer;- Joke” 02 
ing therightsof Ceſar, hath convine'd the'who'e wir/d, _— | 
that his Kingdome iz not of it ; and when ever (if ever, in | 
the civill ſente ofche word) 38 Ball be; He who'thach pro- Marth. 25. 31. 
miſed'to'come with atl bus holy Avgels , even ten thouſand, Rev. 5.44 , | | 


2 Tim. 2.14. 


. 


Tiros-3. I» 
Rom. 13. 5. 


Prov. 3. 9+ . 


1 Sam, IC. 27. 


John 13- 23. 


id 
! 


Math, 5. 9. 


| Heb, 11.10. 


\ Gal. 4. 26. 
; To theLord, 


* Tfai..45. 11. 
> Exods32.10, 
Ce 


& 
i. 38, 26. 
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. hues ten thouſand, and thouſand: of thouſands, cannot need 


a ſcore or two of Blunderbuſſes to get him poſlcſſion, Since 
then it is both the Sword of the Lord, «nd of Gideon : ].er 
God have the glory, and your Adagiſtrates th: fruit of 
your /«bjettion ; And let me pat. you in mind to obey them, 
not far wrath, but conſcience ſake. $ubmit to their Orders 
where they exterfere rot with Gods, and paſſe no. harſh 
cen{ures on their Conncels, ſince you cannot fathom all the 
reaſons of chem. Revercuce their perſons, Jet them have 
your harsand your hezyrs And hononr theſe Gods with part 
of your [ut ſtance too.,They are ſons of Belial rhat deſpiſe their 
Prince, and briag him no preſcmts. Ard put ſome grains of 
charitable a/lowance into the ſcale, ro weigh againſt their 
frailties, whoſe temptations are gre-tir, ard, as their per- 
ſons are more eminent, (o their faults are more viſible <6 
others, and themſelves are but men. And practice that love 
towards ore another, which St Fohn, Who lay in the beſome 
of Chriſt and learw'dthere,fo frequently and cordially wrg- 
etb And maritelt itin giving forgiving bearing fortearing. 
Convincing gainſayers by #rong arg ments in ſoft expreſ- 
fions: Reconciling differer.ces lik - bleſſed peace-makers,g0. 
10g between brethren of eppoſire per/* waſrons, a5 mortar to 
cement them, though you venture being cr»/a'd by both 
for it, the /or of moderate ſpirits. So ſhall you allay all vis- 
lence,and ſtrife in the City and diſcover your /egiramacy as 
the Children of God, who will therefore, and thereby keep 
Jon and your City, and in his due time trarſlate you,and all 
your faichiull Watchmen to be made Denizing of that City 
that hath foundations, whoſe builder, maker and keeper, 
himſelf immediately xs; even that Zer»ſalem,that is # an 
the Merher of us all. | 

Having fhoiſh'd my addreſfſe to the Watchman for the 
Lord, and the City, and to the City for the Lord, and the 
Watchmen, It remains that I beſpeak rhe Lord for both 
Watchmen & City.Now all Application to him being by way 
of Petition, whereunto the more hands and hearts we can. 
ger, the more hope of ſucceſle , ſince he vouchſates to be 
* commanded, 8% caprivated by Prayer, |ct us unanimoul. 
ly »refile with him for bleſling on both. 0 


'©® Lerd our God, eur flrong Tower, eur Wall of fire, our 1. ware 
Smn, and our Shield : By whom Kings Reign, and Civil, wa 
Princes decree Fuſtice ; Who alone Beal ft axd ( ommiſ- 
fioneſt for Government, and bleſſeſt the engravours co our 
Governours with ſuceiſſe : Webeſeech thee bleſſe the chief 
Magiftrate of thu City, and all thoſe.ijn eA mhority under 
bim, with Wiſdom to foreſet, faithfullneſſe to diſcover, and 
comrage toenconnter every danger. Lt them be Shields for 
the ſafeguard of them that do well, and Swords for the ter- 
rour, and puniſhment of them that ds evill : Aden of coun 
rage, fearing thee, dealing trnely, an4 hating cov:touſneſs. 

And, as by particular Relation, and Duty I ſtand bound, 

I implore thy moſt gratious preſervatin of his Majrſties 
Royal Tower of London, andof $* Jobn Robirſon bis He- 
noxrable, ana Faithfull Lientenant thereof,” Keep it from 
all ſecret Conſpiracy, and open Viilence, that the Warch- 
men init may not watch i1 vain. 

Let all the Spirituall Watchmen of this City be cloathed And Ecclefi» 
withrighteonſneſſe : Not ignorantly blind, nor negligently aſtical. 
dumb,but rightly dividing thy Wordof Truth and behaving 
themſelves as workmen that need net be aſhamed, Fill evce 
ry Candleſtick with a burning, and ſhining Light, that may 
lead thy people by Precept, and Prattice into, and i» the 
wayes of Truth, Peace and Godlin:ſſe. # 

eAnd keep the Commenalty of this moſt ppuluus City 2. For the Ci- 

from all ſuperſtition, hypecriſie, and prefaneneſſe, ſchiſme, Y- 
and f attion, envy, hatred, malice, and all nncharitableneſſe, 
pride, drunkenneſſe, eluttony, and idleneſſe. Preſerve them 
from every evill of finne, and ſorrow, from fire, {anne 
ſword and peſtilence. Lead them by thy Spirit, Word axd 
Miniſters inte every neceſſary truth, and up toevery duty. 
Teach them to keep Conſciences void of effence towards thee, 
and towards men : That thty may give thee thy due in a 
reſpet to all thy Commandements : And Celar his, 51 theiy 
thoughts, words and dreads, intheir honour, cuſtomes and 
tribute, and in their chearfull ſubjeftion for conſcience ſaks, . . 
10 all the lawfull commands of their Magiſtrates : And 


- 
A Prayer. 
hnir fellow ſwbjefts their due in brotherly charity, and he- 
"miſty i-bargeins and ſales::. Andiheir families thrips bn 
all Chriflian care for them, and themſelves theory own due 
in a [cher proviſion for their bodies, and: an earneſt and 
faithfull endravony after the ſalvation of their ſouls : one 
ing, imploring, and improving thy [uperintendency over all, 
Frince, Magiſtrates, Miners, City, Eftates, 
tations, Familics and Perſons... Guiderby the hands of thy 
Moſes ana Aarons, keep. us by thy power, proſper us 
by thy bleſſing, ſanbtifie us 7 thy Spirit, and 
ſave ws ty thy Sonne : to both whom with 
thy ſelf,, a Trinity of Perſons , i 
Unity of Eſſence , be honewr, 
4” and praiſe, now, and fore 
evers eAmen, 


